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Dear Plympton Families,

We hope all students in our community will spend time reading this summer. We encourage
students to read on their own, listen to stories, and even create their own stories to keep their
writing skill fresh! Please keep track of the books that you read and turn in your list when you
come back to school. Below are a couple of fun reading challenges for Plympton kids to try this

summer.

Challenge 1: 40 Book Challenge

We had such wonderful success with our school wide 40 Book Challenge this past March that
we would like to extend the challenge over the summer. Let's see if you can reach 40 books
this summer! Any book that you read will count, and books read aloud counts as well. Just fill
out the log as you complete books and return it to Plympton School in the fall.

Challenge 2: Reading Without Walls Challenge

One of the National Ambassadors for Young People's Literature, Gene Luen Yang, encourages
all of us to participate in the Reading Without Walls Challenge. This challenge calls for readers
to diversify their book selections so as to broaden their view of the world. Find out something

new by reading without walls! Here are the details:

) gy P
@® @ &
Read a book about Read a book about Read a book in a format
a character who doesn't a topic you don't know that you don’t normally read
look like you or live like you much about for fun (a chapter book,

a graphic novel, a book in
verse or an audio book)

To learn more about the Reading Without Walls Challenge visit:
https://read.macmillan.com/mcpa/reading-without-walls/

Challenge 3: Theme Challenge

All grade levels across Waltham will be using the EL Literacy Curriculum starting in the fall of
2019. There is no better preparation for this curriculum than building background knowledge on



the topics that kids will be reading and writing about next year. We challenge you to read books
connected to the topics/themes for your grade so that you come back to school ready to share
what you know with your classmates. The topics/themes that will be covered for each grade
level are listed below. See what books you can find about these things!

Grade EL Literacy Curriculum Topic/Theme

Kindergarten Toys and Play
Weather Wonders
Trees are Alive

Enjoying and Appreciating Trees

Tools and Work

Sun, Moon and Stars
Birds’ Amazing Bodies
Caring for Birds

Grade 1

School and Communities
Fossils Tell of Earth’s Changes
The Secret World of Pollinators
Providing for Pollinators

Grade 2

Grade 3 Overcoming Learning Challenges Near and Far
Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs
Exploring Literary Classics

Water Conservation

Grade 4 Poetry, Poets, and Becoming Writers
Animal Defense Mechanisms
The American Revolution

Responding to Inequality; Ratifying the 19th Amendment

Grade 5 Stories of Human Rights
Biodiversity in the Rainforest
Athlete Leaders of Social Change

The Impact of Natural Disasters

Finally, students going into grades 3 to 5 can begin reading for the Waltham Children’s Book
Award, which will enter year three of identifying the best books in our city. This year, we are just
using ONE list and students can read any book they choose. To participate, students must read
and respond to 5 books on the 2019-2020 list. More information can be found on the Plympton
Library website.



Be sure to check out the included book lists for fantastic summer reading suggestions and don’t
forget about the Waltham Public Library’s Summer Reading Program! We've also included a list
of resources that may help encourage summer reading:

www.readingrockets.org
https://www.scholastic.com/summer/home/

https://iwww.barnesandnoble.com/h/summer-reading

hitps://www.getepic.com/summer-of-reading

Happy Reading!

Plympton School Reading Team
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The Astronaut Who Painted the Moon:
The True Story of Alan Bean
by Dean Robbins

Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars
by Douglas Florian

Boomi Bellow! Bleat! Animal Poems for
Two or More Voices
by Georgia Heard

Crab Cake
by Andrea Tsurumi

The Crayon Man: The True Story of the
invention of Crayola Crayons
by Natashcha Biebow

Daring Dozen: The Twelve Who Walked

on the Moon
by Suzanne Slade

The Fisherman and the Whale
by Jessica Lanan

The Frog Book
by Steven Jenkins and Robin Page

Go for the Moon: A Rocket, a Boy, and
the First Moon Landing
by Chris Gall

if You Had Your Birthday Party on the Moon
by Joyce Lapin

In Focus: Forests
by Libby Walden

Juanag and Lucas: Big Problemas
by Juana Medina

Just Right: Searching for the Goldilocks Planet

by Curtis Manley

v4¢ . Readin
R Rockets

www.readingrockets.org

The Magic of Letters
by Tony Johnston and Wendell Minor

Moonshot
by Brian Floca

Music for Mr. Moon
by Philip Stead

Mr. Penguin and the Lost Treasure: Book 1
by AlexT. Smith

My Happy Year by E. Bluebird
by Paul Meisel

Ocean Emporiun: A Compendium of Creatures
by Susie Brooks and Dawn Cooper

Polly Diamond and the Super Stunning
Spectacular School Fair
by Alice Kuipers

Power Up
by Seth Fishman

The Quiet Boat Ride and Cther Stories
by Sergio Ruzzier :

Secret Engineer: How Emily Roebling Build
the Brooklyn Bridge
by Rachel Dougherty

Stubby: A True Story of Friendship
by Michael Foreman

Vamos! Let’s Go to the Market
by Rauf the Third

Wild Horse Annie: Friend of the Mustangs
by Tracey Ferne

Yogi: The Life, Loves, and Language of Baseball
Legend Yogi Berra
by Barb Rosenstock



Bat and the End of Everything
by Elana Arnold

Explorer: Plants!
by Nick Forshaw and William Exley

The Hyena Scientist
by Sy Montgomery

The Last Last-Day-of-Summer
by Lamar Giles

Monsters: A Magic Lens Hunt for Creatures
of Myth, Legend, Fairy Tale, and Fiction
by Celine Potard and Sophie Ledesma

The Moon
by Hannah Pang

One-Third Nerd
by Gennifer Choldenko

Pay Attention, Carter fones
by Gary D. Schmidt

Polar Bears Survival on the Ice
{Science Comics)
by Jason Viola

Books for kids 9-12 years old

Pany Camp Diaries: Chioe and Cookie
by Kelly McKain

Rotteni Vultures, Beetles, Slime and
Nature’s Other Decomposers
by Anica Sanchez

Song for a Whale
by Lynne Kelly

Stand on the Sky
by Erin Bow

Sweeping Up the Heart
by Kevin Henkes

The Tornado Scientist: Seeing Inside
Severe Storms
by Mary Kay Carson

Two fMen and a Car: Frankiin Boosevelt,
Al Capone, and a Cadijlac V-8
by Michael Garland

Where Dani Goes, Happy Foliows
by Rose Lagercrantz
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